[Electrophysiological mechanisms of the effect of allapinin in patients with paroxysmal supraventricular tachycardia].
An intracardiac electrophysiological study was undertaken to examine 15 patients with paroxysmal supraventricular tachycardias. Allapinin intravenously given in a dose of 0.4 mg/kg, was tested for effects. The agent was demonstrated to cause a substantial inhibition of rapid retrograde pathway function in atrioventricular nodal tachycardia and abnormal antero- and retrograde pathway function. This is the major aspect of the drug's action that prevents the development of episodes of paroxysmal supraventricular tachycardias. The agent fails to virtually affect the function of the atrioventricular node in the anterograde direction in the two types of the tachycardia. Thus, allapinin has the mechanism of action that is typical of quinidine-like drugs used in supraventricular tachycardias.